
Mencken Essay Example 1 

Picture a world in which no one is free. The government would decide what everyone 

was supposed to do and how he or she was supposed to do it. No one would think of ever 

choosing this option, but what if one were promised safety in return? Would people reconsider if 

they knew for sure that someone would be there to protect their family and friends? Although 

some people would think freedom is what every person wants, most of them would rather just 

accept safety. 

 First, schools are a great example in backing up Mencken’s quote “The average man does 

not want to be free. He simply wants to be safe.” Everyone in America is required to attend some 

form of school for education rather that be home schooled, private, or public. When a student 

goes on to school each day, they, in a sense, take on a role as a slave. They all must follow 

certain rules and objectives if they wish to learn. One will always be a “commander” so to speak 

that watches over students to make sure they are following certain rules and regulations. None of 

the students get to choose the standards we must abide by such as dress, learning, and rules, 

which gives a feel of students having to be under an authority. 

 Another great example to prove the quote on people would rather be safe than free is 

Suzanne Collins book, The Hunger Games. During the first book, she explains another world 

where people of the human race are enslaved by the government basically. Surrounded around 

the government are twelve districts that have certain jobs they must complete. She explains that 

if one district were to rebel or lack on their requirement, their safety would be endangered. 

Therefore the people in this book rather stay as slaves so that they will be safe and not 

threatened. This is a great example tying back to the quote and showing that these people really 

just would rather be safe. 



 Finally, we see one more way to agree with Mencken’s quote, and that is the relationship 

between Hitler and the Nazi army. The Nazis were basically slaves sent out to do what their 

master had ordered. Most of them did this because during the Holocaust; if one was not to follow 

the orders, he was assumed to be helping the Jewish race. They would kill those who did not 

follow orders and even kill that person’s family. They were just trying to protect their loved ones 

but in turn doing one of the most horrible jobs in the world. They did it all for their own personal 

safety. 

 However, others argue that freedom is a bigger price than safety. Slavery in the south of 

America is a way to show that African slaves were dying to get a chance at becoming free. Many 

would slow work progress or even escape through the Underground Railroad. But after the cruel 

war, many newly freed African Americans began to question, “Was it really worth it?” Yes, they 

were given their freedom, but safety issues soon arose. Many different organizations started to 

arrive at alarming rates to threaten the safety of blacks. Groups like the Ku Klux Klan began to 

kill innocent blacks just for voting. Different southern states required sharecropping. These ideas 

were basically slavery, and if they tried to escape their contract, they were killed or their family 

was injured. 

 Although some people would love freedom, many would rather choose safety. This is 

proven through the Holocaust, slavery, and even our school systems today. All of the people 

involved would rather listen and do the tasks put upon them than threaten their lives and safety. 

Would you endanger your life just for freedom now? 

 


